
Intermediate Division 
Learn at Home OJIBWE 

 

Learning Activity 
Watch the link below 
 
Anishinaabe Word of the Day: Dave Courchene | CBC 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qktLJ4EUn7w 
Our language is a very expressive language, and in order to understand who we are 
as a people, it is through our language that we understand our uniqueness and our 
identity. 

● What did you learn about the word of the day?  

Word of the Day 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=woUwTf_7aow 
Ojibwe Word of the Day Miinibaashkiminasiganibiitooyingwesijiganibakwezhigan 
'Blueberry pie.' Listen to the video until you feel confident enough to say it on your 
own. Now practice saying it. Practice it with other family members and see who can 
say it first! 

POWWOW SWEAT: Crow Hop 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOTUP9CoXBQ 
Scenes alternate between workout clothes and your dancing outfits, it helps bring it 
all together. Movements are broken down step by step.  

Debwewendaan/Bimaadiziwin - A Discerning Believer...integrates faith with life. 
Goal : To use our faith to generate positive reinforcement and self worth during this 
period of uncertainty by using language, art and creativity to reflect on the 
blessings we have. 
 
Activity 1 : 
Challenge #1 : As we are training our mind to remain positive and upbeat during a 
difficult time in our lives, the only words to be spoken or written in this activity are 
related to words which evoke good memories, reinforce positive emotions and 
nurture positivity. 
 
Begin by creating a table similar to the one below. It will consist of 5 columns of 28 
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rows. (this can be done with pencil and paper if technology is not available). 
- Put the following headings at the top of the columns : Letter, English, Ojibwe, 
Translation. 
- List the letters of the alphabet from A to Z under the heading “Letters”. 
 
Example : 
 
Letter  English   Translation  Ojibwe   Translation 

A  apple  mishiimin  aaniin  hello 

B         

 
C 

       

D         

E         

         
● As it is your first language, create a list of English words that start with each 

letter of the alphabet. Start with 1 word for each letter and you can return and 
grow your list if needed later. 

● Now, do the same with the Oijbwe words in your vocabulary. There will be 
letters for which you will struggle to find words. The struggle is where you learn 
a lot about you. Keep on moving in the path of progress. Don’t be discouraged. 

● Try to fill in all of the blanks (you will notice that many of the Ojibwe words will 
not fill all the squares). 

● Now I challenge you to use an Ojibwe Translator App on your device to find 
these words and what some words are similar to. 

● You have completed the first step of our journey. Many more exciting 
challenges lie ahead. Minose! Good luck! 

Meno Ya Win Giizhaaknige - Emergency Plans 
Create an emergency escape plan for your family with 2 different escape routes. 
Draw a detailed map of your home and label all of the rooms (in Ojibwe). Describe 
to a family member how to get out of your home in case of an emergency. 

Scrapbook 
Start an Ojibwe scrapbook. Do page 1 this week. Include the title (Ezhi-giizhigak), 
days of the week (Giizhigat) and months of the year (Giizisook) in Ojibwe and the year 
(Daso Biboon). 
Be creative and have fun! On a separate page, use this information to write the 
date in Ojibwe. Example:  Jiibaatoo-Giizhigat, Ziisabaakodake Giizis, 
midaaswi-shi-niizhwaaswi, niizhing-midaaswaak shi-niizhtana noongwa aawan. 
(Today’s date is Friday, April 17, 2020) 

 
 



Read With Me: Aandi Ezhaaying? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zYNlwEP44uE 
Listen to the book, Aandi Ezhaaying? Where are we going? until you feel confident 
enough to read the book on your own. Read it to a family member. Write about 
where you are going today. Do you do the same things or something different? 

Communication through technology 
If you are still in contact with friends and have access to a computer with the 
internet. Let’s use Google Docs to write back and forth. It will be like texting. But your 
texting will be in Ojibwe. Ask your friend or friends normal questions you would ask if 
you were texting in english. It’s easy you just need to open up Google Docs. You will 
then add by hitting the share button. Just type in their name and add them to the 
Google Docs. This will allow both or more to write on this document. You may use 
online dictionaries to help you make simple sentences. 
 
https://ojibwe.lib.umn.edu/   The Ojibwe People’s Dictionary 
 
https://dictionary.nishnaabemwin.atlas-ling.ca/#/help  Nishnaabemwin Odawa & 
Eastern Ojibwe online dictionary  

Message for the Youth 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WabR3q0j7uc  A cultural teaching opportunity for 
the youth to listen and learn about the ancient knowledge that we have evolved as a 
people. 
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