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THOUGHTS FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 

 

Hello Families!  

I want to take a minute to look back and look 

forward on our school year. The lead up to 

Christmas was amazing for our school. We had a 

plethora of spirit days and fun activities (…sorry, 

Mr. Boucher!) that led me to the following 

conclusion; St. Basil’s has the best school spirit! 

Everyone worked together to pull off a successful 

play and our students sure did shine bright that 

night! I am so proud of the effort they displayed and 

all of the hard work Ms. Ashley and Ms. McLean 

did to create this opportunity for our school. We 

also appreciate the work our parents did in set or 

prop preparation, and prioritizing these practices for 

your children. We couldn’t have done it without 

you!!  

In January we started accumulating more snow and 

cold weather, but St. Basil’s staff and students have 

warm hearts that made the month just as wonderful. 

We had a large focus on literacy and I challenged 

staff and students to the ‘100 Book Challenge!’ My 

expectations were largely surpassed – hundreds of 

books were read in our school through the month 

and the students earned both pizza and cupcakes to 

celebrate the accomplishment! One of my favourite 

days during the month of January was ‘Book 

Character’ day. There was so much creativity in the  

school and I had the opportunity to talk to each 

student and ask them who they had chosen to dress 

up as and we even talked a bit about why. For 

many, we searched the library together to find a 

book to go along with their costume so we could 

take fantastic pictures. It was another beautiful day 

at St. Basil’s.  

During our January Mass, Father Michael asked the 

school family during his homily how they knew a 

candle was a candle, as he held it for them all to see. 

They gave a lot of really good answers, but in the 

end he shared with them that we know it’s a candle 

because we can see it. He then asked how people 

watching us might know we are a part of the St. 

Basil’s family. He shared that it is known because 

of our conduct and how we present ourselves from 

what we have learned about being a community. I 

share this with our families because I know that our 

school community is strong and as we are looked at, 

people can see we are united as a school!  

Let’s look ahead to February. It’s going to be 

another busy month. From the Royal Alphabet Party 

in Kindergarten, to Valentine’s Day and the 

100th Day of School… get ready for the fun! There 

are even some special field trips in the works!   

Here’s to another amazing month!  

Mrs. Lambruschini  

 
PLAYGROUND UPDATE 

 

 
The new playground equipment has been ordered and 

should arrive in May.  Thank you to everyone who has 

contributed and worked so hard to achieve this goal for 

the past many years. 

 

FREE PANCAKE LUNCH 

 

Tuesday, February 21 is Shrove Tuesday.  There will be 

free pancake lunch for staff and students, with pancakes, 

sausages and fruit.   
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What’s Happening at St. Basil’s? 
 

JK, SK AND GRADE ONE 
 

With the blink of an eye...January is over! As fast as the 

month went, the students have accomplished so much. 

Term 1 is officially over and Term 2 will begin with lots 

of exciting units and activities.  

 

The Kindergarten students have been working really 

hard with their Open Court program. They are beginning 

to feel confident to print words, sentences, and even full 

stories! It’s exciting to see the progress and development 

happening. Their writing has improved so much! They 

have concluded the alphabet! We will review the 

alphabet for Term 2, focusing on letter sounds, word 

decoding to spell words, and writing sentences and 

words independently. The Grade 1 students are focusing 

on building their writing stamina, using capitals and 

punctuation correctly, and decoding unfamiliar words. At 

our Writing Center, we have changed it to a Post Office 

theme. Expect many cards and letters coming home! 

They love making cards for their family and practicing 

their Valentine’s words. We are also continuing our 

Guided Reading program. The students are so excited 

when they are called to read at the u-table, they run back 

and are ready to learn. Their confidence is growing each 

day and it’s amazing to see.  

 

In Math, we will be moving into our new Number unit. 

This unit involves examining addition and subtraction 

sentences. The students will use objects and pictures to 

represent the numbers, describe the numbers, and solve 

the equations of whole numbers up to 50 in Grade 1 and 

up to 20 in Kindergarten. The students really enjoy our 

Number Talks each day. They are beginning to master 

Number Bonds and we are now moving into Addition 

and Subtraction Sentences using our Tens Frames. They 

are so focused and love this block of Math learning.  

 

In Science, we will be concluding our Physical Science 

unit on States of Matter, also we are exploring and 

examining the sun and the moon. We will move into a 

new Social Studies unit on Community Helpers. We will 

be examining different community helpers in White 

River. They will share how their family members are 

community helpers and describe the tools required to 

complete their jobs. It will be a fun and exciting unit!  

 

In Religion, we will examine the meaning and 

seriousness of Lent. The students have chosen something 

to sacrifice for Lent or to make better for Lent. Through 

stories, the students will learn about the journey of those 

40 days and 40 nights and the sacrifice Jesus endured. 

This will move into Holy Week, as they learn about the 

story of Jesus and his death. The students are eager to 

learn and reflect about this important time.  

 

God Bless, Ms. McLean 

 

HOTDOG DAY 

 

February 9, 2023 

 

If you would like to purchase hotdogs for lunch, 

please place your order on-line at 

https://hscdsb.schoolcashonline.com  , or return the 

hotdog order form to school by February 8. 

 

 

 

 

GRADES FIVE, SIX, SEVEN & EIGHT 

January was a busy month for Grades 5-8. We 

wrapped up two units in math, and one unit in 

History/Social Studies. We began a unit studying 

Human Geography. We will spend some time 

learning about why and how people settle in certain 

places, and the factors that sometimes cause people 

to move. Students have completed map assignments 

learning a bit more about the countries of the world, 

and are busy working on a writing assignment about 

a specific place they would like to visit in a country 

outside North America. The class also participated 

in a New Year mass, with many of the students 

participating as readers. 

The Young Leaders group has begun doing the 

morning announcements to the school using Google 

Meet, and will be going to the Sault in February for 

their first leadership conference. The entire class 

has been working on developing a new snowshoe 

trail, and everyone is getting better at putting on 

their snowshoes and figuring out how to walk with 

big feet. 

To wrap up February, the entire class will be 

making a trip to St. Kateri in the Sault for cross -

country skiing and snowshoeing activities. 

All the best,               Mr. Boucher  

 

 

TERM ONE REPORT CARDS 

 

Student report cards for Term 1 will be distributed 

on Friday, February 24th.  

 

 

https://hscdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
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GRADES TWO, THREE & FOUR 
 

Hello Everyone!! 

 

We are into February already, and I think it's safe to say 

many of us felt January passed in a BLINK! 

 

Allow me to introduce myself to those of you I have not 

met, I'm Mrs. Belisle and I am very excited to be back in 

the Grade 2/3/4 classroom working with your amazing 

kids!  They have been so welcoming and helpful - 

sharing their routines, class rules and reminding me of 

certain schedules if I have forgotten! They are a 

wonderful group and we are going to have a lot of fun 

and new learning experiences this month! 

 

January was amazing! We celebrated literacy by reading 

a TON of books! Together our class read over 250 books 

in less than one month! So very proud of them all. They 

have a love for reading that will continue to grow if we 

together nurture their love for books! They earned a 

special pizza and cupcake lunch for their huge 

accomplishment and are always excited to get back into 

our school Library, and Public library to change out their 

books. Scholastics offers a great variety of books that 

your child would enjoy at home too, if you are interested 

in purchasing books for your child, please browse the 

February. Scholastics flyer that will be sent home this 

month. Our Class Code will be at the top of it and to be 

used when checking out online. Ask for help if you 

need! 

We will be continuing lessons on grammar, punctuation, 

letter writing, as well as develop skills to write a Public 

Speaking Speech to memorize and rehearse in our class 

and school gym during public speaking. Your child will 

need your assistance at home to practice reciting their 

speech. Cues to help them be successful with their orals 

include; speaking loudly, clearly and slowly enough to 

be understood by a new audience. Using facial 

expression, eye contact, gestures and props to assist with 

their orals are all welcomed and encouraged! This will 

be a great learning opportunity for your child to gain 

confidence in public speaking and uncover or develop 

their skills further! 

 

All parents should have received a Math UP parent 

guide to show you what our newest Math Unit focus is 

on. You will be receiving these as we progress through 

new units so that you can better assist your child with 

their work at home and have an understanding of where 

they may need more practice as well. If you have any 

questions about the work that is sent home with your 

child or are not sure how to assist your child with the 

Math UP parent guide, please contact me. I'm happy to 

further explain. We are getting close to wrapping up our 

unit of - Adding and Subtracting Greater Numbers up to 

100  (gr.2/3/4) and beyond for grade 3 & 4 students. We 

will be doing a quick review of estimating and 

comparing whole numbers, rounding to the nearest 10 

and 100 as well as comparing and ordering 3 digit 

numbers. This is important knowledge for your child to 

grasp before we can move into new units of Multiplying, 

Dividing, Factions and Financial Literacy. We will be 

using many different tools to grasp an understanding of 

these units; class discussions, group/pair work, stories, 

using manipulatives, worksheets, online games and 

hands on activities. "Variety is the spice of life!" It's 

going to be fun! 

 

On February 15, we are taking a FIELD TRIP to Wawa 

for a day of Bowling, Pizza and visit to the Public 

Fitness Center! It's going to be a great time, and a new 

learning experience for everyone! Notes regarding the 

details will be in your child's backpack soon! 

 

Our class dojo points are climbing up too!! This is a 

helpful reward system that Ms. Lethbridge had 

established for students to earn points when working at 

their best each day. Once our box of crayons is full, they 

have chosen a reward of a Movie and treat afternoon! 

That will be coming very very soon! Keep up the great 

work grade 2/3/4's!!! 

 

We have so much to look forward to, practice and 

discover, that our days together fly! We'll have an 

amazing February filled with the love of learning! 

Stay warm, healthy and happy! 

 

Warmest Regards,                Mrs. Belisle :)  
 

 
 

 

FRENCH AND THE ARTS 
 

January has been a quick month in the French and 

Arts classroom! In JK/SK/1 we are learning about 

winter sports and will continue on with winter 

words and clothing. The students are getting more 

comfortable with the calendar words and counting. 

They love when we get to dance and sing in class! 

Next month we will be doing some Valentine’s Day 

Art and learning a song about love!  

 

In grade 2/3/4 we have been learning about Winter 

clothing words and have been practicing our 

speaking and listening skills. The students love 

doing Prof du Jour and are always excited to see 

who’s turn it is to lead the calendar. We will 

continue with winter clothing and will then cover 

winter activities. We are also beginning to write in 

French with a weekly journal. I’m eager to see the 

reading and writing skills improve over the next few 

months. We will be continuing our drama unit and 

will incorporate some music as well.  

 

In grade 5/6/7/8 we will continue working on verbs 

and improving our writing skills. We will begin 

reading and I will be practicing with each student so 

they can read at a level they are comfortable with. 

We are going to learn some new vocabulary and 

begin using that in our writing. The students will be 

presenting the skits they’ve been working on and 

then we will be working on some music. 
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CODING CLUB PART 2 

 

Students who have previously learned Coding can 

join Coding Club Part 2. Beginning on Wednesday 

February 8, from 3:00 – 4:15 p.m. and continuing 

for 6 weeks. 

 

 

                  
 

VALENTINE’S DAY 

February 14th 

 

Wear red or pink and white 

 

CELEBRATING 100 DAYS OF SCHOOL 
 

The 2022-2023 school year is half over!  On Friday, 

February 17, St. Basil’s School will be celebrating 100 

Days of School, and all things 100.  Students dress like 

you are 100 years old!  Watch our Facebook page for 

pictures. 

 

 

 
Flashback to 2019 

 

 
 

FAMILY DAY 

Monday, February 20, 2023 

 

No School for staff and students 

 

 
 

Wednesday, February 22nd 

Wear your pink shirt 

Show your support for a NO BULLYING! 

 

CLASS TRIPS 

 

On Wednesday, February 15th, the Young Leaders 

Group will be heading to a conference in Sault Ste. 

Marie along with Young Leaders from across the 

Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board 

from Massey to Hornepayne. 

 

Mrs. Belisle’s Grade 2-3-4 students will be 

travelling to Wawa on February 15th.  They will be 

going to Roxy Bowl for a morning of bowling 

followed by lunch.  They will then go to the 

Michipicoten Community Centre for a fitness class 

activity.  At 1:45 they will get back on the bus and 

return to White River.  They will arrive at school in 

time to take the regular school bus home. 

 

On Thursday, February 16th, the Grade 5 to 8 

students will be going to St. Kateri for a day of 

exciting outdoor education including snow shoeing 

and cross-country skiing. 

 

 PUBLIC SPEAKING 

 

The Royal Canadian Legion Public Speaking 

contest takes place beginning in February each year.  

Students at St. Basil’s School will be preparing an 

oral presentation in their classrooms as part of their 

language marks.  Students who wish to present their 

speeches in the gym may do so the morning of 

February 23rd, as part of the Legion Branch 169 

local competition.  First place winners from each 

division, Primary, Junior and Intermediate may go 

on to compete in the Legion Zone finals in Sault 

Ste. Marie on March 4th . 

 

TERM 1 REPORT CARDS 

 

Term 1 report cards will be sent home on Friday, 

February 24th.  Parent-Teacher interviews will only 

be held at the request of the parent or teacher. 

 

MARCH MILK ORDERS 
 

March milk orders are due Thursday, February 23.   

Cost is $ 18.00. If you want your child to have milk 

with their lunches in March, please place your order 

on-line at https://hscdsb.schoolcashonline.com  , or 

return the milk order form to school. 

 

ST. BASIL’S SCHOOL ON-LINE 

 

You can find our newsletter on the school website. 

hscdsb.on.ca/stbasilscatholicschool  You can find 

our monthly newsletter, and the calendar.  Our 

monthly newsletter and calendar will be sent by e-

mail. Check it out!  A paper copy of the calendar 

will be sent home.  If you would like paper copies 

of the newsletter, please let Mrs. Thibeault know. 

 

We also have a Facebook page  St. Basil’s 

Catholic School. Check it often for the latest 

information and pictures from St. Basil’s School. 

Families can join the group St. Basil’s – Bears 

Family. 

https://hscdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
https://www.hscdsb.on.ca/stbasilscatholicschool/

