APPENDIX B

GUIDELINE FOR KIRPAN ACCOMMODATION

A Kirpan is a ceremonial sword that must be worn by all baptized Khalsa Sikhs. The board
seeks to accommodate Khalsa Sikhs who wear a kirpan under the following conditions as
follows:

e At the beginning of the school year or upon registration, the student and
parents/guardians must report to their respective school administration that
they are Khalsa Sikhs and wear the five articles of faith, including a Kirpan.

The principal, in consultation with the student and his/her parents/guardians, will develop
appropriate accommodations to allow the student to wear the Kirpan while ensuring the

safety of others. These may include the following conditions:

e The Kirpan is six inches or less.

¢ The Kirpan will be sufficiently secured with a stitched flap so it is not easily
removed from its sheath.

¢ The Kirpan will not be worn visibly, but under the wearer’s clothing.

e There is notification in writing to the principal by the parents/guardians and
student and, where possible, from the Guardwara (place of worship),
confirming that the student requesting accommodation is a Khalsa Sikh.

e Students under the age of eighteen must be accompanied by
parents/guardians when discussing the rules regarding the wearing of a

Kirpan.



