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March 11, 2022 

Lifting of Health and Safety Measures in Schools 

Dear Parent(s) / Guardian(s): 

As always, we thank you for entrusting your children to us each day and hope that your 
families are doing well and staying healthy.     

Much is happening in the province in the coming weeks and I am reaching out to you to 
make you aware of some significant changes that will be taking place related to COVID-19 
restrictions.   

On March 9, the Ministry of Education released information to all school boards relating to 
the lifting of health and safety measures in schools.  The following letter outlines an update 
on key health and safety measures for the remainder of the 2021-22 school year.  I have 
also outlined near the end of this letter what you can prepare your child(ren) to expect upon 
their return to school after the March Break.   

According to the memo, based on advice from the Office of the Chief Medical Officer of 
Health (OCMOH), and in alignment with community measures, the province is returning 
schools to a more normal learning environment, while maintaining protective measures – 
like rapid tests, ventilation improvements, screening and continued access to free PPE for 
staff and cloth masks for students.  

Vaccination Disclosure Policy and Community Use of Schools 

Effective March 14, 2022: The instructions issued by the OCMOH related to vaccination 
disclosure policies will be revoked across all sectors.  

As of this date, school boards are no longer required to have a COVID-19 vaccine 
disclosure policy in place and provincial requirements below will be lifted: 

 Collecting proof of COVID-19 vaccinations, medical exemptions, or completion of an 
education program. 

 Asymptomatic screening requirements for individuals who do not provide proof of full 
vaccination. 

 Reporting vaccination coverage to the Ministry of Education. 

 Reporting test usage as part of the Provincial Antigen Screening Program to the 
Ministry of Health, (this change is reflected in recent direction from the Ministry of 
Health and noted below).  

 

Therefore, effective March 14, unvaccinated individuals covered under school board 
vaccination policies will no longer be required to undertake rapid antigen screening three 
times per week.  
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Masking & Staff Personal Protective Equipment 

Effective March 21, 2022:  In alignment with community masking requirements, masks will 
no longer be required for students, staff and visitors in schools, school board offices and on 
student transportation. Eye protection for staff will also no longer be required. As some 
students and staff may choose to continue to wear masks or eye protection, the government 
will continue to provide free masks and eye protection. School boards will still have the 
opportunity to order this optional PPE for students and staff through the Ministry of 
Government and Consumer Services. 

Where staff are required to perform an Aerosol Generating Medical Procedure (AGMP) or 
required to be in the same room when an AGMP is being performed, N95 respirators (fit 
tested) will continue to be provided. 

Important to note is that many students and staff may choose to continue to wear masks at 
times or consistently for the remainder of the school year. We encourage families to make 
choices that they are most comfortable with.  Our school staffs, as always will promote 
respectful, welcoming and inclusive practices in our schools. 

A reminder that under current federal travel requirements, upon return from international 
travel, individuals must, wear a mask at all times when in public spaces (including schools 
and child care), maintain a list of all close contacts for your first 14 days in Canada, and 
monitor yourself for signs and symptoms of COVID-19. 

 

Lifting of Cohorting and Distancing 

Cohorting and distancing will no longer be required in schools. Assigned seats and 
cohorting will no longer be required in student transportation. Elementary students can play 
and learn together across cohorts, classes and grades, both indoors and outdoors and 
during lunch and recess. Shared spaces, such as libraries, tech labs, theatres and music 
rooms can be fully utilized without distancing.  

Limitations on in-person gatherings and assemblies will also be removed; therefore, schools 
can plan and host in-person events (e.g., graduation ceremonies, and assemblies). 

School staffs will do everything possible to move as swiftly as possible toward making 
changes to ensure normal conditions within school settings. This means that schools will 
work towards planning and implementing measures to allow students to congregate, 
including removing cohorting/zoning at recess, reconfiguring learning spaces to allow 
students to sit in groupings and/or circles, and to facilitate peer conversation and 
collaboration, both during class and lunch periods.  
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On-site Confirmation of Screening 

Daily on-site confirmation of screening for all students and staff will no longer be required. 
Students and staff should continue to self-screen every day before attending school using 
the COVID-19 school and child care screening tool.  The screening tool has been updated 
to reflect these changes. 

Short-term Remote Learning  

Moving toward normalcy is a welcome change for many and is fully supported by the Chief 
Medical Officer of Health. However, some students and families may find this transition 
challenging. The Huron Superior Catholic District School Board will do all that is possible to 
accommodate requests to move to virtual learning within our current programming provided 
at Holy Trinity Virtual Academy.   

 

Remaining Health and Safety Measures in Schools for the 2021-22 School Year 

Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette 

Appropriate hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette will continue to be promoted and 
integrated throughout the school day. 

Enhanced Cleaning and Disinfecting 

Schools will continue with enhanced cleaning protocols in place.  

Ventilation Measures  

According to the Ministry Memo, significant improvements have been made to ventilation 
and filtration through the implementation of various measures across all schools, including 
improvements to existing ventilation systems, deployment of standalone HEPA filter units 
and other ventilation devices, upgrades to school ventilation infrastructure, and increased 
transparency for students, parents and staff.  All schools in the Huron Superior Catholic 
District School Board are in compliance and will ensure compliance with the above 
mentioned expectations.     

Absence Reporting 

As a reminder, anyone who is sick or has any new or worsening symptoms of illness should 
stay home follow updated public health guidance, and should seek assessment from their 
health care provider if needed. 
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COVID-19 Testing Strategy for Ontario Schools 

Updated Case and Contact Management Guidance 

Further to the updates mentioned above, the Ministry of Health has revised the COVID-19 

Integrated Testing & Case, Contact and Outbreak Management Interim Guidance: Omicron 

Surge, with updated guidance for close contacts in the community and in households:  

 Asymptomatic individuals who are close contacts of a case or a symptomatic 

individual in the community are no longer required to isolate but must self-monitor for 

10 days following last exposure. During the self-monitoring period, close contacts 

must wear a well-fitted mask in all public settings and avoid activities where they 

need to take off their mask (for example, playing a wind instrument in music class or 

playing high-contact sports).  

 Asymptomatic household contacts of a case or a symptomatic individual are also not 

required to isolate if they are 17 or younger and fully vaccinated; 18 and older and 

have already received their COVID-19 booster; or tested positive for COVID-19 in 

the last 90 days and have completed their isolation period. Asymptomatic household 

contacts who are not required to isolate are also required to self-monitor for 10 days 

following last exposure, as outlined above. Children under 5 who are asymptomatic 

household contacts are required to isolate for 5 days. 

 

In summary, here is what you can prepare your child(ren) to expect upon return to school 
after the March Break: 

Monday, March 21 

 Masks will no longer be required to be worn at school or on the buses;  
 Daily on-site confirmation of screening for all students will no longer be required; 
 Assigned seats and cohorting will no longer be required in student transportation; 
 Students will now be permitted to sit and work in groups while in the classroom and 

around the school. 
 

During the week of March 21-25 

 School principals will re-visit recess schedules and staff supervision schedules, and 
work towards planning and implementing measures to allow students to congregate.  
This will include the removal of cohorting at recess for elementary schools and the 
lunch period and breaks in secondary school.  Communication from your child’s 
school will outline next steps as the process unfolds.   
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We thank you for your patience as our schools take the time necessary to properly phase in 
whatever changes are necessary and in the best interest of our staff and students.        

The Huron Superior Catholic District School Board offers an immense amount of gratitude 
for everyone’s cooperation in implementing all the enhanced health and safety measures to 
support safer schools and communities since the start of the pandemic.  We realize there 
have been many changes that have taken place and with very quick turnarounds; without 
the support and collaboration of all of our families, this could not have occurred.         

Should you have any questions, please reach out to your child’s teacher or school principal 
who will seek out the information needed to provide further clarification.  Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

 

Danny Viotto 
Director of Education 
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