
MINUTES FOR THE OPEN SESSION BOARD MEETING OF THE 
HURON-SUPERIOR CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2026 @ 7:15 PM 
IN THE BOARD ROOM 

 
PRESENT: Trustees:  

 Sandra Turco (Chair), John Bruno (Vice-Chair), Carol Amadio, John Caputo, 
Kerri Commanda, Tony D’Agostino, Wayne Greco, Lindsay Liske, Carol 
MacEachern, Kathleen Rosilius 

 
  Officials: 

 Fil Lettieri (Chief Executive Officer), Joe Chilelli, Stephanie Circelli, Justin 
Pino, Franca Spadafora, Syndy Withers 

 
  Student Trustees: 

Abbie Dasa Kumar, Alexander Orazietti 
 
Student Trustees for 2026-27: 
Lilah Turcotte, Aiden Trudeau-Elie 

 
 Guests:   
 Ida Bruno, Dave Coccimilgio, Pat Pelletier  

 
REGRETS: Michaela Kyle   
 
  VISION AND VALUES 
 

 Trustee D’Agostino highlight the Parent Involvement Committee (PIC) year-
end event held at St. Kateri on May 25, 2026. It was an engaging night that 
offered a wide variety of activities such as Indigenous cultural teachings, 
nature-based walks, rock painting and native art. There was a lot of 
enthusiasm and excitement by all who attended. 

 
 CEO Lettieri presented a video prepared by Echelon Media that highlights 

the expansion of St. Kateri and the enhanced programming that has resulted 
from the engagement of our employees and partners who continue to 
innovate and share their gifts to support the success of all our students. 

 
 Superintendent Spadafora congratulated the SMC Basketball team who 

competed at the Special Olympics. The trip was made possible by the 
invaluable support of allied athletes and the exceptional dedication of 
teachers, particularly Mrs. Palumbo and Mrs. Abbott, who ensured a safe 
and empowering experience for the students. A short video was shared to 
highlight the joy, competition, and sense of community built throughout the 
journey.  

 
 Superintendent Circelli highlighted student, Nate Landrum, as he became 

SMC’s latest student author after having two of his pieces selected for 
publication in the nationwide Polar Expressions contest. His poem, "Asleep 
Before Dawn," is featured in the anthology The Shape of Worlds, while his 
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short story, "Emily and the Moon," appears in Fault Lines. Copies of both 
books have been purchased for the school library to share his achievement 
with peers and inspire future students. 

 
 Superintendent Circelli spoke of the first annual North Drum Beat Gathering 

was held on June 9th at St. Augustine French Immersion in Wawa, bringing 
together over 350 students, staff, elders, and community partners from 
multiple schools, including representatives from Michipicoten First Nation. 
The inclusive event featured traditional drumming, songs, shared teachings, 
and an elders' prayer, ensuring full participation for all learners, including 
those utilizing sign language support. After a community luncheon, the 
gathering concluded as a powerful demonstration of the Board's commitment 
to truth, reconciliation, and student well-being. 

 
Adg# Mtn# 
 
B-1 B-1115 Moved by: J. Caputo  Seconded by: T. D’Agostino 
  That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board adopts the Agenda 

for the Board Meeting of Wednesday, June 10, 2026. 
 
   Items added: I-2 Multi-Year Strategic Plan 
      I-3 Classroom Technology Refresh 
   CARRIED 
 
E-1 B-1116 Moved by: L. Liske   Seconded by: J. Bruno 
 That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes 

of the Open Board Meeting of May 20, 2026. 
 CARRIED 
 
E-2 B-1117 Moved by: W. Greco   Seconded by: C. Amadio  
  That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes 

of the In-Camera Board Meeting of May 19, 2026. 
  CARRIED 
 
E-3 B-1118 Moved by: C. MacEachern  Seconded by: K. Rosilius  
 That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes 

of the In-Camera Board Meeting of May 20, 2026. 
 CARRIED 
 
G-1  YMCA Partnership – St. Basil Catholic School – 

  Hannah Lettieri and Stephanie Vendramin (Vice- Principals) spoke to a very 
successful partnership between the YMCA and St. Basil Catholic Elementary 
School, which brought vital safety and leadership programming to students in 
grades 5 through 8. This initiative aligns with the Ontario curriculum and 
Catholic values of care, dignity and community responsibility. The 
partnership evolved from a desire to create local connections and enhance 
school culture. Students enjoyed courses such as Home Alone, Babysitting 
and Leaders in Training. The school hopes to continue this partnership with a 
possibility of expanding available courses. 
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G-2  STEAM Lab Highlights  
  Lorenzo DiCerbo (STEAM Lead) celebrated the incredible learning, 

innovation, and achievements taking place within our STEAM Lab programs 
across our Board. Exciting initiatives showcase the creativity, problem 
solving, collaboration, and technological skills of our students. This year, 
approximately 1,700 students visited the STEAM Lab from our city, North 
and East schools, and the level of engagement is incredible among these 
students. The Board’s partnership with Tenaris is greatly appreciated as it 
enables students to experience additional programs and resources. Trustees 
then took part in a carousal activity hosted by various students that 
showcased their skills in robotics, AI, and much more. 

 
I-1 B-1119 Moved by: T. D’Agostino  Seconded by: W. Greco 

  That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board award the 
construction contract for the Universal Washroom at Holy Angels Learning 
Centre, Sault Ste. Marie, to RF Contracting. 

  CARRIED 
 
I-2 B-1120 Moved by: W. Greco   Seconded by: L. Liske 

That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board approve the Draft 
Multi-Year Strategic Plan 2026-2030 as outlined in Appendix A. 
CARRIED 

 
I-3 B-1121 Moved by: J. Bruno   Seconded by: C. MacEachern 

That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board approves approve 
the purchase of 252 iPads from Staples Canada, 252 iPad cases from 
Amazon Business, 100 Dell laptops from Dell Canada, and 255 
Chromebooks from Bluum Technology Canada at a total cost of $414,282. 
CARRIED 

 
J-1-a SEAC Recommendations  

Superintendent Spadafora presented the committee’s report containing 
recommendations to the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board for 
the 2026-27 school year with respect to matters that establish, develop, and 
deliver special education programs and services for students with special 
needs. 

 
J-1-b Principal/Vice-Principal Placements for 2026-27 

 Director Lettieri presented the report outlining the changes in Principal/Vice-
Principal placements for 2025-26. The changes are made in conjunction with 
the Administrative Team and focus on the staff strengths along with the 
needs of each school community. The team feels these changes will benefit 
the system as a whole. 

 
J-1-c Bi-Annual Review of Student Suspensions and Violent Incidents –  

 Superintendent Spadafora presented the Student Suspension and Violent 
Incidents Report for September 2024 - June 2025.  The intent of the report is 
to provide a “pulse check” to determine if the actions the Board is currently 
taking within our schools are effective. Trends are on the decline, and the 
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Board continues to analyze this data, at both the school and system levels, 
to help the Board identify professional development needs, refine prevention 
strategies, improve communication, and strengthen partnerships with 
community organizations. 

 
J-1-d  SMC Activity Report  

 Student Trustees Dasa Kumar and Orazietti highlighted some of the June 
events at the school, including components from faith, sports, Student 
Council, Indigenous Student Union and Student Senate. A few noteworthy 
items were the “Peace Be With You” liturgy, Year-End/Graduation Liturgy, 
the conclusion of the Sharing Circle Project, and the school’s World Cup 
Tournament. 

 
N-1 B-1122 Moved by: K. Commanda  Seconded by: J. Bruno 

 That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board meeting of 
Wednesday, June 10, 2026, adjourns at 9:10 p.m. 

  CARRIED   
 
  Chairperson:  _____________________________________  
 
  Secretary:   _____________________________________  


