PRESENT:

REGRETS:

MINUTES FOR THE OPEN SESSION BOARD MEETING OF THE
HURON-SUPERIOR CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2026 @ 3:00 PM
ST. KATERI OUTDOOR LEARNING CENTRE

Trustees:

Sandra Turco (Chair), John Bruno (Vice-Chair), Carol Amadio, John Caputo,
Kerri Commanda, Tony D’Agostino, Wayne Greco, Lindsay Liske, Carol
MacEachern, Kathleen Rosilius

Officials:

Fil Lettieri (Chief Executive Officer), Stephanie Circelli, Justin Pino, Franca
Spadafora, Syndy Withers

Student Trustees:
Abbie Dasa Kumar, Michaela Kyle (virtual), Alexander Orazietti (virtual)

Guests: Ida Bruno, Dave Coccimiglio

Joe Chilelli

Vision and Values

St. Mary’s College was honored to receive the Sault Ste. Marie Police
Services Community Award in recognition of their support for cancer
research through the Relay for Life Campaign. Student Trustee Dasa Kumar
highlighted that SMC raised over $16,000 last year through the dedicated
support of students, community teams and sponsors. She expressed
gratitude for the recognition, noting that the achievement reflects the passion
and heart of everyone involved in continuing their positive impact.

Superintendent Circelli welcomed a drumming group from St. Augustine F.I.
Catholic School (Wawa). Christina Bekinitis and Cindy Corriveau travelled to
Sault Ste. Marie today with their students to share this work because it
reflects the importance of creating spaces where Indigenous students see
themselves, their cultures, and their voices honored within our schools while
also providing opportunities for all students and staff to learn together in
respectful and authentic ways. The drumming group played a song for the
Board.

Trustee Liske and Rosilius commented on the meaningful Baptism
experience they shared with students and staff in Elliot Lake. Four students
from both Our Lady of Lourdes French Immersion School and Our Lady of
Fatima Catholic Elementary School were baptized at the joint school mass
during Catholic Education Week.

Trustees Amadio, Caputo, D’Agostino, Greco and Rosilius congratulated the
staff and students on a success grand opening for St. Kateri Outdoor
Learning Centre. Cards created by students were shared. St. Kateri is a
wonderful place for students to learn and grow in nature. It is a blessing for
all.
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Adg# Mtn#
B-1 B-1108
E-1 B-1109
E-2 B-1110
G-1

1-1 B-1111

Moved by: J. Bruno Seconded by: K. Rosilius
That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board adopts the Agenda
for the Board Meeting of Wednesday, May 20, 2026.

Addition of Iltem I-4  Travel for Student Trustees
CARRIED

Moved by: T. D’Agostino Seconded by: C. MacEachern

That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes
of the Open Board Meeting of April 22, 2026.

CARRIED

Moved by: L. Liske Seconded by: J. Caputo

That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes
of the In-Camera Board Meeting of April 22, 2026.

CARRIED

Outdoor Education: Building Connections Through Land, Learning and
Partnership

Lina DiPasquale (System Administrator — Equity, Diversity and Indigenous
Education), Michelle Guzzo (Teacher, St. Mary’s College), Greg Sicoly
(Teacher, St. Kateri Outdoor Learning Centre) and Nadia Zanatta (Vice-
Principal, Holy Cross / Outdoor Education) presented highlights of the
significant growth and success of the Board's outdoor education
programming, which has expanded over 14 years to serve a continuous
pipeline of students from grades 2 through 12 across multiple schools. By
moving beyond traditional classrooms, the program offers authentic, hands-
on learning that naturally integrates science, physical education, Catholic
teachings, and Indigenous perspectives. A key pillar of this success is the
growing collaboration with cultural resource workers and local Indigenous
communities, notably an expanding partnership with the Serpent River First
Nation that allows students in the Outdoor Education Program in Elliot Lake
to learn from elders and engage in stewardship projects like a local walleye
micro-hatchery. These experiential opportunities have yielded measurable
benefits for student well-being, with recent surveys showing high enjoyment
ratings, lower stress levels, boosted self-confidence, and reduced
absenteeism. Looking ahead, the Board aims to expand program access and
will explore future expansions into life-saving water skills.

Moved by: T. D’Agostino Seconded by: J. Caputo

That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board award the contract
for the Consultant Services for Psychological Assessments to Dr. Keith
Lefave and Brainworks Rehab commencing June 01, 2026.

CARRIED
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1-2

J-1-a

J-1-b

J-1-c

N-1

B-1112

B-1113

B-1115

B-1114

Moved by: J. Bruno Seconded by: K. Rosilius

That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board approve Policy 3005
as presented.

CARRIED

Moved by: C. MacEachern Seconded by: W. Greco
That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board approves the
following field trip application:

1. St. Mary’s College — travelling to Stratford, ON on September 21,
2026, and returning September 22, 2026.
CARRIED

Moved by: J. Caputo Seconded by: K. Commanda

That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board allows Student
Trustees Dasa Kumar, Kyle and Orazietti to travel to Toronto, ON to attend
the OSTA-AECO AGM on May 21-24, 2026; Noting that all expenses were
paid prior to May 14, 2026.

CARRIED

REVISED Capital Projects 2025-26

Dave Coccimiglio, Manager of Plant Services, presented the revised list of
projects to be completed in the 2025-26 school year, along with the
corelating capital funding. Due to a project being deferred to the 2026-27
school year, additional items were moved forward to access this funding
surplus.

Board Meeting Dates for 2026-2027

CEO Lettieri provided the upcoming board meeting dates for information.
Dates have been submitted to the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’
Association (OCSTA).

SMC Activity Report

Student Trustees Dasa Kumar and Kyle highlighted some of the May events
at the school, including components from faith, sports, Student Council,
Indigenous Student Union and Student Senate. A few noteworthy items were
Catholic Education Week Masses, the Ontario Catholic Student Youth Day
Conference, National MMIWG Day/Red Dress Day, and preparations for Red
Shirt Day on Wednesday, June 3.

Moved by: K. Commanda Seconded by: J. Bruno

That the Huron-Superior Catholic District School Board meeting of
Wednesday, May 20, 2026, adjourns at 4:19 p.m.

CARRIED

Chairperson:

Secretary:




